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Selections from the Diary of Abigail W. Hall. 


(Continued from page 362.) 


First Mo. 13th, 1857. I have endeavored, 
may I not say all the time, to keep near in spirit 
unto my Heavenly Father ; but oh, what an un- 
wearied enemy we have to contend with! how he 
draws the mind off! and even in my most serious 
moments intrudes thoughts causing me to wander; 
thoughts that are not evil in themselves, but 
which should not come into “my Father's 
house ;’—the “ house of prayer.” For as in the 
temple formerly, so in the temple of the heart, 
all must be overthrown. That I have felt this 
morning, the great need to make my request 
known unto God, that He would be pleased to 
help me and strengthen me to draw nearer and 
nearer in spirit unto Him. How were my tears 
poured out in secret both last night and this 
morning! I remembered it was said : “ By faith, 
Abraham, when he was called, went out, not 
knowing whither he went.” This seems a little 
my condition. I believe the Lord is calling, and 
pointing me to a way wherein I should go. But 
aith hath been so weak, and the enemy so busy, 
that I had nearly made shipwreck. Neverthe- 
less the Lord, through great mercy, hath proved 
me by day, and so instructed in the night season, 
that a willingness hath been wrought, to be led 
and guided whithersoever He would. Since the 
surrender hath been made, He, my dear Lord 
and Master, hath been pleased to make known 
unto me some of his secrets; for which favor my 
soul desireth to follow after Thee, lead whither 
thou wilt. 

16th. Cared for through the night; and a 
very cold night it was. I slept comfortable and 
warm; while many up and down, more worthy 
no doubt, really suffered. We read, that Mary 
“loved much,” because “her sins which were 
many were forgiven her.” What need have poor 
sinful I, to be found rendering unto my dear 
Lord that which is his due, for the many and 
multiplied favors daily showered down! Was 
favored last night and this morning to draw near 
im prayer, with tears, unto my Heavenly Father; 
asking of Him the help and guidance of his good 
Spirit to enable me to make straight steps to my 
feet ; and that I may be helped to press through 

crowd of difficulties that surround, keeping 
close unto my good Master, who sees and knows 
his children. There was a remarkably quiet 
feeling prevailing in our young family t rough- 
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out yesterday; so that surely the Lord’s mercy 
is towards us. 

17th. Quietness still seems spread as a canopy 
over us; remarkably so during our collections 
last night and this morning. I read a little from 
the concluding remarksin Youthful Piety, which 
tended further to solemnize ; which covering was 
to me very precious. I feel we have abundant 
cause to thank God and take courage. Surely, 
“ His mercies are new every morning: great is 
thy faithfulness.” 

25th. Did not He, my dear Lord and Master, 
stand by me in seasons of extremity, where 
would I be? turning aside, I fear, like a deceit- 
ful bow. But oh, how precious and consoling is 
the evidence at times given, that the Lord is my 
Father and Friend ; and that He never will for- 
sake me, unless I forsake Him. ; 

Second Mo. 2nd. Having felt for some time 
past as if my labors at Westtown were drawing 
to a close, have endeavored to wait till I could 
feel that the time had fully come, before I brought 
it before the Committee. I have endeavored to 
move with carefulness, and hope I have not done 
wrong in forwarding this morning my “ resigna- 
tion!” I feel peaceful in the retrospect, which is 
all I can ask. 

3rd. Feel that I can, with Jacob, covenant: 
“If thou wilt be with me in the way that I go,” 
“then shall the Lord be my God, and I will serve 
Him.” Lead and keep, O Heavenly Father! 
thy servant, that trusteth in thee: “ Lead me in 
a plain path because of mine enemies.” Be thou 
a strong habitation, whereunto I may continu- 
ally resort. 

6th. In our Quarterly Meeting on Third-day, 
the quietness which overspread us was not of our 
an Wiatiins Elizabeth Evans arose with say- 
ing, how loath she was to break in upon it, but 
her labors tended only further to gather; being 
as precious ointment poured forth; yea, “came 
down as the small rain and distilled as the dew.” 
The younger part of the meeting were the objects 
of her tender solicitude, and were most feelingly 
and tenderly ministered unto. While I have no 
doubt many precious dear children will improve 
from and were strengthened by her labors, fear 
there are those, who will turn away forgetful of 
them. How my heart follows after some of these 
that they may return, repent, and live. Surely 
the Lord’s mercy is great towards us, but we may 
outlive it. The door may be closed, and then 
vain will it be to ery “Lord, Lord, open unto 
us.” My feelings in the consideration of this, 
were solemnly affected, not only for myself but 
for others present. Time is fast passing away, 
reminding of the Scripture: “O, that men were 
wise, that they understood this, that they would 
consider their latter end.” 

18th. More than half of the night of the 15th, 
and all the time I could get the day following, 
I passed by the sick and dying bed of a dear 
little boy, who finished his short sojourn here be- 
low, the afternoon of the day following. He had 
been sick of measles for about nine days, when 
the asthma set in (a complaint he was subject to 
from infancy.) It proved too much for him; 
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since Sixth-day his sufferings have been great. I 
never witnessed so much physical suffering, and 
he so alive to it—being all the time so entirely 
sensible. He remarked to us, as we sat by, try- 
ing to do all we could for him: “ This has been 
an awful night!” and again in the morning, “If 
my Heavenly Father had not helped me I never 
could have gotten through last night.” He put 
up his little petitions most fervently to be re- 
leased, and to be taken where pain and sorrow 
were not known. “Dear Heavenly Father, be 
pleased to help me,” and “forgive my sins,” with 
more ; all showing the innocency, the sweetness 
of that state of which it is said, “of such is the 
kingdom of Heaven.” 

Third Mo. Ist. I often feel afraid lest, whilst 
I am preaching to others, I myself shall become 
a castaway. Our First-day morning meeting 
was an exercising one to me; and while tryin 
to get relief by unburdening my exercise, t 
thought there never was a poorer, weaker instru- 
ment made use of; and if I could only be helped 
not to bring dishonor to the best of causes, it was 
all I asked. It seemed to me, that “I am a 
worm and no man;” and that “in me, that is in 
my flesh, dwelleth no good thing.” My prayer 
to thee, O Heavenly Father! is, that I may be 
helped more and more to be made an overcomer, 
through thy grace, so as not to be found among 
the “fearful and unbelieving,” whose part, we 
are told, is to be in “that lake which burneth 
with fire and brimstone.” Awful indeed is such 
a condition to think of; and how much more so 
to be found in it. 

12th. I don’t know when I have taken my 
seat in meeting feeling more poor, unable to 
bring my nied to any degree of settlement. 
There seemed, however, a remembrance on whom 
help was laid—He who was able to succor even 
unto the uttermost; so I struggled on. Toward 
the close of the meeting, help came; and I was 
enabled to settle down into a state of inward still- 
ness. Oh how precious it did seem and feel! 
Under the solemnity, a little testimony sprang 
up in my heart, and I felt it extend toward all 
present; but I was afraid till a secret assurance 
was given: “I will help thee, I will uphold 
thee,” .&c., when I ventured to arise with, “ Lord 
how I love thy law! it is my meditation day and 
night :” enlarging a little to the peace and relief 
of my own mind. Upon taking my seat, felt the 
spirit of supplication. But begging to be ex- 
cused, I robbed myself and the meeting; of 
which I was made sensible. The fear of man 
ever bringeth a snare. The enemy cares not in 
what way his ends are answered, whether in ex- 
alting, or casting down} and nothing will pre- 
serve but keeping close to the dear Master, fae: 
ging his help and preservation. 

22nd. Toiled through our meeting this morn- 
ing, having so many intrusive thoughts to combat 
with. But think that through and under all, 
my eye was single unto our alone ro Helper. 
Toward the close of the meeting I experienced 


that even unto the uttermost, He 1s able to succor 
all that come unto Him in living faith. The 
preciousness of the truth of this being afresh felt, 
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I was bound in spirit for the help of others to 
express it. For which act of dedication, a por- 
tion of that peace which the world cannot give 
nor take away, was felt as an unspeakable favor. 

Fourth Mo. 4th. This afternoon has been a 
season of favor. The winds and waves have 
been rebuked; and there has been a precious 
calm. This has brought me very near to the 
dear Master ; even to that place where prayer is 
wont to be made. 

9th. This may be the last note I may ever 
make at Westtown! My labors here being about 
to close. To-morrow we break up, and I leave, 
not expecting to return. I can hardly realize, 
that a service of five years and a-half, usefully so 
to myself, are about filled up. If much has not 
been achieved to others, I know it has been a 
useful school to me; and hope I have been pre- 
served from doing any harm. Feel as though I 
could adopt the language of the Prophet: “ Yet 
surely my judgment is with the Lord, and my 
work or reward with my God.” 

In our meeting this morning, dear William 
Evans’ “feet were shod with the preparation of 
the gospel ;” oh, how powerfully he did preach! 
An awakening call went forth to the disobedient 
and rebellious, accompanied with tender en- 
treaties to close in with the offers of mercy. 
Hannah Rhoads followed in supplication for 
such a state, as well as others. It seemed to me 
the Lord would. be clear, and his servants would 
be clear; and if there was not a closing in with 
the offers of redeeming grace and mercy, their 
blood would be required at their own hands. It 
was a very solemn meeting. 

Fifth Mo. Ist. [In reference to our Yearly 
Meeting then just past, A. W. H. writes of suf- 
fering, in her small measure, with the suffering 
seed. And then relative to the future of the So- 
ciety, thus concisely sets forth her views:]—A 
little hope did spring up in my heart that not- 
withstanding what we have passed through, are 
now passing, and may have yet to pass through, 
that the arms of the hands of this people, would 
yet be made strong by the hands of the mighty 
God of Jacob. As individual faithfulness is 
abode in, surely “the Lord will do great things 
for us.” The call to enter into the vineyard of 
our own hearts and labor never felt to me more 
imperative. 

Now I am away from Westtown, I want not 
to neglect my little diary; but what is more 
than all, I want not to neglect any of my re- 
ligious duties. There will be so many social 
ones to call my attention off, that I have a great 
er over myself; and yet I do think, that 
through and over all, the prevailing and may I 
not say continual desire of my heart, is to fulfil 
the first and great commandment ; and I cannot 
think, as this continues to be the case, I shall be 
allowed to falter and fall. Thou who knowest 
just how it is with me! Oh preserve me for thy 
mercies sake. Keep me on every hand, even 
when “the blast of the terrible one is as a storm 
against the wall.” Thou alone knoweth the 
= of thy poor child. If these be necessary 

aptisms, keep me, O Lord! till these calamities 


be overpast. 
(To be continued.) 


Bring thy deeds to [the Light within which 
comes from Christ] and love it and walk in it, 
and thou wilt assuredly have the light of life; 
and thy fellowship shall be with God, and with 
his Son and saints, and the blood of Jesus Christ 
his Son shall cleanse thee from all sin. And 
whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things 
are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever 
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things are pure, whatsoever things are of good 
report, if there be any virtue, and if there be any 
praise, think on these things— William Penn. 


For ‘* The Friend.” 


What we Saw of New England in Ten Days. 


(Concluded from page 362). 

At the present time there are in all depart- 
ments of Harvard University about 178 in- 
structors, 29 other officers, and 1595 students. 
It has conferred degrees on 15,000 persons. 
Memorial Hall commemorates the graduates and 
students who served in the army and navy dur- 
ing the late rebellion. It is the most beautiful 
building on the grounds, and reminds us pain- 
fully of the loss our generation sustains by the 
cruel carnage waged in defense of the Union. 

The Museums are open to visitors, and the 
Library which contains 230,000 volumes. In 
glass cases may be seen some rare and curious 
books: Eliot’s Indian Bible; John Bunyan’s, with 
his autograph ; and elegantly illuminated parch- 
ments, dating from the eighth to the fifteenth cen- 
turies: besides manuscripts in the hand-writing of 
Burns and Longfellow, with other literary gems. 
The home of the latter, near by, was visited by 
some of our party. Harvard seems the idol of the 
Bostonians; but, sad to say, its atmosphere is 
Unitarian. 

In the afternoon we walked through the cele- 
brated Boston Common. Our first thoughts were 
absorbed with the martyrs, who suffered there, 
and the spot where Mary Dyer, Marmaduke 
Stevenson and William Leddra were executed ; 
and the question naturally presented, being fel- 
low professors, would our zeal for the truth bear 
such a test as theirs? . 

The Public Garden adjoining has a monument 
erected to the discovery of ether, which Boston 
claims; also a lovely artificial lake, surrounded 
by flower-beds of pansies, lobelias and geraniums. 
This opens out on to Commonwealth Avenue, 
which is lined with beautiful homes, and its 
centre decorated with trees and monuments of 
their great men. Among these was a statue of 
Alexander Hamilton, with this inscription : 
“Orator, writer, soldier, jurist and financier; 
although his particular province was the Trea- 
sury, his genius pervaded the whole administra- 
tion of Washington.” Another of that zealous 
abolitionist, William Lloyd Garrison, with his 
words engraven below, “My country is the 
world ; my countrymen all mankind.” On an- 
other tablet, “I am in earnest, I will not equivo- 
cate, I will not excuse, I will not retreat a single 
inch, and I will be heard.” 

After visiting Faneuil Hall, Jamaica Plains, 
&c., we left next morning for Intervale, where 
we were in sight of Mount Washington, and had 
Kearsarge and Moat Mountain in close prox- 
imity. On reaching our hotel we took a carriage 
and drove to some of the lovely lakes and water- 
falls in the vicinity, and next day ascended 
Kearsarge. 

In the afternoon took the observation cars for 
the Notch; a magnificent Mountain Pass, of 
which Bayard Taylor wrote: “ As a simple pic- 
ture, seen from above, it cannot be waaanet in 
Switzerland.” We put up at the Crawford House, 
the very ideal of a mountain location ; the lawn 
in front includes Saco Lake, the head-waters of 
that beautiful river. 

From here we ascended Mount Willard by 
carriage, and from the top again viewed the 
Notch, down whole ranges of mountains; some 
in shadow, and others glorious with the descend- 
ing sun. Here some of our party had the op- 
portunity of witnessing a thunder-storm in all 


its terror and grandeur, the peals reverberat} 
from peak to peak like charges of artillery, | 


an umbrella the only thing they could safe} 
use during the performance of this solemn on 
chestra. 

The next day being the 21st birth-day anpj. 
versary of one of our — men, he natu 
wished to spend part of it at the Tip-Top House, 
So we were off, early, to the foot of Mount Wagh. 
ington, to take the remarkable trip up Jacob's 
Ladder, a distance of three miles from the sum. 
mit, with a maximum grade of 1980 feet to the 
mile. The ascent is made in an hour and a-half 
The locomotives are of enormous power, and 
push the cars from below, going up, and retard 
them coming down. No accident has ever taken 
place on these trains. 

Sylvester Marsh, of Littleton, invented this 
wonderful piece of mechanism in 1858. It wag 
successfully finished in 1869. Time-table com. 
mencing Seventh Mo. 1st. 

In 1632, Darby Field, a valiant Irishman, 
guided by two Indians, first gained the summit, 
The first horse climbed up in 1840; and Pro 
fessor Huntingdon, with three companions, were 
the first white men to winter there in 1870-71, 
Its temperature and botany are those of Middle 
Greenland. 

The view line of Mount Washington has a cir. 
cumference of a 1000 miles, including peaks of 
the Green Mountains, Adirondacks, and moun. 
tains of Maine, Lake Umbagog, the ocean of 
Portland and Old Orchard Beach. The best 
time to ascend is with a wind from the north 
west, after a heavy rain-storm. 

The Summit House is visited by over 10,000 
annually, many of these set off for it in bright 
sunshine, and arrive in a fog: as was our e& 
perience. 

The eighth day we went down Franconia 
Notch, and took up our quarters at the Profile 
House. This is a fascinating place, with its 
charming Reception Room and other appoint 
ments. The first illuminated with blazing logs, 
and decorated with moose-head and deer-horns, 
Here the striking features are the Old Man of 
the Mountain and the Flume; apart from the 
high mountains on either hand, Cannon and 
Lafayette. We drove to the Flume, a distance 
of six miles, through lovely woodlands, till we 
reached this rocky crevasse between pe 
dicular cliffs, with a torrent roaring through it 
Spread around were acres of boulders, which had 
been washed down by a deluge or water-s 
reviving Young’s description of the Last Day: 
“Rocks eternal pour, and final ruin fiercely 
drives her plow-share o’er creation.” 

We ascended Mount Cannon, and took towards 
evening a woodland path through the valley t 
Echo Lake. Here we sat long, watching the 
variations of light and shade over the surface of 
the water, as daylight departed ; and as we t 
to leave were surprized by the echoes froms 
bugle, reverberating from mountain to mou 
tain. The whole scene bringing vividly to mind 
the lines of Tennyson, written no doubt under 
similar surroundings, commencing— 

“The long lights shake across the lakes,” &e. 

On the ninth day we left this enchanting spot 
and pursued our course down the Connecticut 
Valley to Springfield, an enterprising inl 
city of 35,000 inhabitants. Visited Armory 
Hill, of Longfellow notoriety, to enjoy a fine 
sunset; and resumed our southern route on the 
10th, past Hartford, New Haven, and Jersey 
City,and on to Broad St. ; while daylight linger 
ing made it pleasant to bring up at that most 
attractive spot to us, our Pennsylvania home. 
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i For“ The Friend.” | it has been in the ordering of the Head of the| awakening in central Europe, in which Luther 
A Visit among the Mennonites—No. 1. | Church, that the breaking forth of the renewed | took so prominent a part; and both could point 
A recent visit among this interesting people | Gospel day, after the spiritual darkness, which | out an sieinel unbroken succession of testimony- 
has furnished an opportunity of hearing their | had so largely overspread his professing Church, | bearers (although counted as “heretics” by the 
own statements of their history and principles; | should be a gradual process—first the faint dawn- | ruling powers) to similar views from the earliest 
of mingling with them in their religious meetings | ings of the light, gradually becoming more and | ages of the Church. 
and their domestic circles; and of observing the | more distinct. The writer of the article on Mennonites in the 
plain and simple manners which have been pre-}| Weas fully believe that it was in the further | Encyclopedia Britannica regards Zurich in Swit- 
served among them from generation to generation. | unfoldings of Light from above, that George | zerland as the original home of this people ; for 
Such a visit seemed almost like being permitted to | Fox and our early Friends were enabled to see, | as early as 1525 a community was founded there, 
mingle with the people of two centuries ago, so| not only that the one, saving baptism of Christ | having for its most distinctive mark baptism 
slowly have the influences of the 19th century] is a spiritual process (which our Mennonite | upon confession of faith. But the most charac- 
netrated the barriers which have been made by | brethren also acknowledge), but that the place | teristic features of this community were in mat- 
Bsr peculiar views, their renunciation of political | and service of water-baptism in the church has | ters of practice and discipline—and this continues 
life, and the isolation caused by their firm ad-| ceased to all those who come to experience] to be the case to this day. They enjoined a 
herence to the universal lapguage of their fami- | the baptism of Christ, and that its continued use | withdrawal from the world, prohibited marriage 
lie—the Pennsylvania Dutch. has a tendency to direct the attention of men to| with those not in membership, refused to take 
There are many points of resemblance between | outward forms, which can never make the comers | oath or to use the sword, and declined civil 
them and the Society of Friends, sufficient to | thereunto perfect, and to turn it from the work- | affairs. They were “content to live as strangers 
awaken a mutual interest, and to produce a| ing of that Divine life and power, on which our} upon earth, devoting all their energy to preserve 


feeling of attraction. And this feeling was| spiritual growth depends. the purity of their own communities.” 
strengthened by the evidences which our visit} The Mennonites hold that water-baptism ought (To be continued.) 

furnished us, that there was preserved among | only to be administered to those who have been —————++—__—_ 

them a tenderness of spirit and a willingness to | taught repentance and amendment of life, who For “ The Friend.” 


follow the leadings of the Spirit of Christ, in the | believe that for Christ’s sake their sins are blotted | The following interesting incident was related 
self-denial and bearing the daily cross, into which | out, and who are willing to follow his commands | by a dear “ mother in Israel” (long since passed 
it ever leads those who are willing to become his | by living a life of self-denial. This rite is per-| from earth) as her own experience, and placed 
disciples and to follow the footsteps of the flock | formed by them when a person is received into|on record by a near relative, with a feeling of 
of his companions. membership,—whether one from the outside world | its value as a watchword full of instruction, not 
The Mennonites derive their name from Menno | or one of their own young people—for they do| only to her, but others, who may be circum- 
Simons, who was one of the most conspicuous | not admit of birthright membership. We were | stanced and tried as she was. 
among their early preachers. He was oe in | told that their young people generally joined the} The Monthly Meeting, (of which this valued 
Friesland, one of the northern provinces of Hol-| Society about the time of marriage and of be-| Friend was a member,) at one time appointed a 
land, in 1492, (the year in which Columbus dis-} coming settled in life. As they do not recognize | committee to visit the delinquent members, and 
covered America) and was a priest in the Roman | the validity of infant baptism, persons who may | also those who were troubled with sleeping or 
Catholic Church. Becoming dissatisfied with | have been so sprinkled when children, are re- | drowsiness in meeting, and of each class there 
some of the doctrines held by that body, he re-| quired again to submit to the rite—hence they | was a considerable number. 
nounced popery about the year 1531, and became | are often classed with the Ana-baptists or re-bap-| The committee (of whom our friend was one) 
the preacher to a small body of persons who held | tizers, as the word means; although under that | were united in believing it the right time to 
views similar to his own. rom that time to his | appellation several sects are confounded. enter on the duties of their appointment, after a 
death in 1561, he labored both by tongue and Tn Germany the discontent of the peasants| meeting for worship on a certain Fifth-day. 
pen, and with much success to promote the | under the oppressions of their feudal lords, led | Never having been troubled with drowsiness, 
doctrines he had embraced; enduring persecu- | to political disturbances, in which Thomas Mun- she was surprised soon after taking her seat at 
tion, and compelled to fly from one place to | zer,a Lutheran minister whozealously propagated | the head of a large meeting, (on the day men- 
another to save his life, threatened by the intol- | Ana-baptist views, became involved. He at-| tioned) to be beset with a strong temptation to 
erant spirit of the times. tempted to establish by force an ideal Christian | fall asleep, and her conflict to keep from yield- 
Perhaps the most distinguishing doctrine of the | commonwealth, with absolute equality and a] ing was painful in the extreme. So alive was 
Mennonites is that, which in common with the | community of goods. The defeat of the insur-| she to her condition, and the necessity of strug- 
Waldenses and other early sects in the Christian | gents and the execution of Munzer in 1525, | gling, as for her best life, not only on her own 
Church, they held in respect to water-baptism. | proved only a temporary check to the movement. | account, but for the sake of others, and for the 
They regard this baptism as the outward sign of} A second and more determined attempt to estab- | cause she loved, lest it suffer through her weak- 
admission into church membership; and reject | lish a theocracy was made at Munster in West- | ness, that every effort was used by her to resist 
the theory on which we suppose infant baptism | phalia (1532-5). The town was besieged in 1534 | the temptation, and so little did it seem to avail 
is founded, namely, that its administration confers | by Count Waldeck, its expelled bishop. The} that she almost despaired ; when with great 
some spiritual benefit on the one who receives it.| supreme authority within its walls was in the | power the words of the dear Saviour were brought 
This theory, so directly opposed to the spiritual | hands of Johann Bockhold, a tailor of Leyden, | to her remembrance, “ Without me ye can do 
and scriptural views held by our own Rociety, better known as John of Leyden. Giving himself | nothing,” relief came, the tendency to sleep al- 
which regard religion as exclusively a work in| out as the successor of David, he claimed royal | most instantly vanished, and she could humbly 
the heart of man, carried on there by the Spirit | honors and absolute power in the new “ Zion.” | and gratefully acknowledge the One who had 
of Clirist, was one of the fruits of that dependence | He justified the most arbitrary and extravagant | given this never to be forgotten lesson of instruc- 
on outward rites and ceremonies which early | measures by the authority of visions from Heaven. | tion ; had also in mercy extended to her the hand 
crept into the Christian Church, and sadly | With this pretended sanction he legalized polyg- | of deliverance in a time of sore need. 
marred its testimony to the truth as it is in| amy, and himself took four wives, one of whom} The effect of this experience was to imbue her 
Jesus ; which continues to be held by the Roman | he beheaded with his own hand in the market-| with a spirit of charity which she had not before 
Catholics; and which was not fully eliminated | place in a fit of frenzy. As a natural consequence | felt for those who are tried with drowsy feelings; 
by the English Reformers, but is implied in the | of such license, Munster was for twelve months | and to prepare her for entering upon the service 
teachings and practice of the Book of Common |a scene of unbridled profligacy. After an ob-|to which she had been appointed, with greater 
Prayer adopted by the Church of England ; and | stinate resistance it was taken by the besiegers, | sympathy for the weaknesses of others. The ex- 
which was one of the causes that led to the with- | and John and some of his more prominent fol-| perience told of human frailty ; and how, in our 
drawal from that denomination of the Reformed | lowers were put to death. own strength alone, we cannot overcome tempta- 
Episcopalians, a few years since. It would be gross historical injustice to con-| tion; and the effect of the wisdom thus gained 
The rejection of the doctrine that an infant | found these people with other baptists, or with | was the uplifting of the finite to the Infinite, in 
can be regenerated or born again in a spiritual | the non-resistant Mennonites, who differed from | the full assurance, “there is balm in Gilead and 
sense, by being dipped into or sprinkled with | them in many points. a healing Physician there.” 
water, was a long step in the path of reform;| In the similarity of views on the subject of} Thus the Merciful One, who is touched with a 
and an evidence of a measure of true spiritual en- | baptism, the Mennonites approach the Baptists, | feeling of all our infirmities, qualifies for service 
lightenment having reached the minds of Menno | although in some respects they are quite different. | through needful baptisms of the like “cup of 
Simon and his fellow-believers. We doubt not| Both had their origin in the season of religious | suffering,” clothing the spirit in the garb of true 
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charity, inspiring with tenderness and compas- 
sion; and at the same time, making clear and 
plain our individual duty to Him. And this 
duty is, not only to assemble ourselves for the 


solemn purpose of Divine worship ; called from 
the worldly cares apart, as were his disciples 
formerly, “to watch one” brief suffering “ hour” 
with Him; but, when thus gathered, “to watch 
and pray that we enter not into temptation,” 
either of wandering thoughts, or being found 
asleep when He cometh to the door of our hearts 
—to meet with us and bless us. “ Blessed are 
those servants whom the Lord when He cometh 
shall find watching.” 

We mourn over the deficiencies in our midst, 
yet rejoice that in Christ Jesus is power to re- 
deem therefrom. We feel a godly jealousy over 
the Society, that is ours by inheritance and 
adoption, knowing whatever weakens cannot 
strengthen. Very earnest and sincere are our 
desires that we may all be stimulated to greater 
watchfulness, and bs encouraged to obedience 
and faithfulness—submitting ourselves wholly 
unto the preparing hand of our Fatherin Heaven, 
who alone can qualify for his service in the vine- 
yard which his own “ right hand hath planted.” 

May the places made vacant, (by death,) in 
the removal of valued and useful members, be 
filled by the children of our own Society ; those 
“gathered from the north and south, east and 
west” entering into their labors: all living 
branches, engrafted into the true Vine, yielding 
fruit in due season. May the weak be made 
strong in the Lord, and in the power of his 
might, so that the sceptre depart not from Israel. 





Selected. 
The Blessing of Denial_—St. Augustine had an 
impulsive nature, which in his youth betrayed 
him into all manner of excesses. His mother, a 
devoted Christian woman, ceased not to pray 
daily in his behalf. He longed to visit Italy, 
but Monica earnestly besought God to interpose 
by some providence, and by preventing his de- 
parture save her son from the exposure which 
would inevitably come from a residence in cor- 
rupt Rome. The intercessions of the noble mother 
seemed to be disregarded. Augustine, so long 
the cause of anxiety on account of his wayward 
life, was permitted by an overruling providence 
to visit Milan. The sequel, however, was an 
answer to his mother’s prayer. In Milan he 
found Christ. In his “Confessions” Augustine 
says, “Thou didst deny her what she prayed for 
then, that thou mightest grant her what she 
prayed for always.” 
hrough all our Christian life, God would 
teach us that the method of answering our 
titions is absolutely his own; that his method 
‘Is conceived in the highest wisdom, and that the 
fitful interruptions of our personal choice might 
work out our greatest evil. Thus very often the 
denial of our will proves an immeasurable blessing 
in the end. In this respect prayer becomes a real 
test of our submission to him. O, happy shall it 
be, if, when we are thrown back upon the divine 
. will, and upon that alone, we still wait upon Him 
in child-like trust. The delayed answer may try 
us; but God has a benign purpose in this delay, 
which infinite love dictates, and which is deeper 
than human reason,, The way he chooses to 
answer may oppose in every particular our pri- 
yate judgment; but this is only that supreme 
good may be realized by us in the most effectual 
manner. How assuring is this scriptural view of 
prayer, “ Nevertheless, not as I will, but as thou 
wilt,” given in the closing period of Christ’s life. 





Selected. 
THOU GOD SEEST ME. 


“When my spirit was overwhelmed within me, then 
thou knewest my path.”—Psalms cxlii. 3. 


My God ! whose gracious pity I may claim, 

Calling thee “Father,”—sweet endearing name! 

The sufferings of this weak and weary frame, 
All, all are known to Thee. 


From human eye ’tis better to conceal 

Much that I suffer, much I hourly feel, 

But, oh, this thought does tranquillize and heal, 
All, all is known to Thee. 


Each secret conflict with indwelling sin, 
Each sick’ning fear, “I ne’er the prize shall win,” 
Each pang from irritation, turmoil, din, 

All, all, are known to Thee. 


When in the morning unrefreshed I wake, 

Or in the night but little rest can take ; 

This brief appeal submissively I make, 
All, all is known.to Thee. 


Nay all by Thee is ordered, chosen, planned, 

Each drop that fills my daily cup, thy hand 

Prescribes for ills none else can understand ; 
All, all is known to Thee. 


The fittest means to cure what I deplore, 

In me thy longed-for likeness to restore, 

Self to dethrone, never to govern more, 
All, all are known to Thee. 


And this continued feebleness—this state, 

Which seems to unnerve and incapacitate, 

Will work the cure my hopes and prayers await; 
That cure I leave to Thee. 


Nor will the bitter draught distasteful prove, 

While I recall the Son of thy dear love; 

The cup Thou wouldst not for our sakes remove, 
That cup He drank for me. 


He drank it to the dregs—no drop remained 

Of wrath—for those whose cup of woe he drained ; 

Man ne’er can know what that sad cup contained ; 
All, all is known to Thee. 


And welcome, precious, can His Spirit make 

My little drop of suffering for His sake ; 

Father! the cup I drink, the way I take, 
All, all are known to Thee. 


+e 


THE IVY. 
The ivy in a dungeon grew, 
Unfed by rain, uncheered by dew; 
The pallid leaflets only drank 
Cave-moistures foul and odors dank. 


Selected. 


But through the dungeon grating high 
There fell a sunbeam from the sky : 

It slept upon the grateful floor 

In silent gladness evermore. 


The ivy felt a tremor shoot 
Through all its fibres to the root: 
It felt the light, it saw the ray, 
It strove to blossom into day. 


It grew, it crept, it pushed, it clomb,— 
Long had the darkness been its home ; 
But well it knew, though veiled in night, 
The goodness and the joy of light. 


It reached the beam, it thrilled, it curled, 

It blessed the warmth that cheers the world ; 
It rose toward the dungeon bars, 

It looked upon the sun and stars. 


It felt the life of bursting spring, 

It heard the happy sky-lark sing; 

It caught the breath of morns and eves, 
And wooed the swallow to its leaves. 


By rains and dews and sunshine fed, 
Over the outer wall it spread ; 

And, in the daybeam waving free, 
It grew into a steadfast tree. 


Wouldst know the moral of the rhyme? 
Behold the heavenly light, and climb! 
To every dungeon comes a ray 

Of God’s interminable day. 


—Charles Mackay. 


For “‘ The Friend,” 
What Shall I Do to Be Saved ? 


When, through the convicting power of the 
Holy Spirit, by its operation in the heart, man 
is brought to a sense of his alienation from God 
and heaven ; and enabled to see his lost and un- 
done condition without a Saviour, the query 
arises; what is my part in the great work of my 
soul’s salvation ? 

I am convinced that the first needful step is 
a belief in the divine authority of those convic- 
tions which the Spirit of God makes on the 
mind and heart, and a submission of the will to 
his government It is through the operations of 
this Spirit alone, that a full saving belief and 
acceptance of the atoning sacrifice of Christ on 
Calvary, comes to those who have been favored 
with a knowledge of what He has done for us 
without us; and a belief also of all that He ig 
willing to do within us. 

When the jailor asked the above question of 
Paul and Silas in the prison, he was told to “ Be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be 
saved.” 

“He that cometh to God must believe that 
He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that 
diligently seek Him.” But no amount of in- 
tellectual belief or assent to the wonderous truths 
of the gospel can alone avail. We must from 
the heart, lay hold on and accept all in such 
fullness as to be willing to submit to the baptiz- 
ing power of the Holy Spirit. We must yield 
to the influence of the voice of God in the heart, 
and close in with the offers of mercy extended to 
us in Christ; and, by his blessed help receive 
his gift of eternal life. “Therefore, we must not 
only believe, but acting upon that belief, we 
must come to Him.” Our Lord’s word to the 
Jews of old was, “ Ye will not come unto me, 
that ye might have life.” Thus we can accept 
or reject to our peace or loss forever. 

Again, the promise is given, “ Him that com- 
eth unto me, I will in no wise cast out.” And 
“ The spirit and the bride (the church) say, Come. 
And let him that heareth say, Come. And let 
him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, 
let him take the water of life freely.” 

“Ho! every one that thirsteth, come ye to 
the waters. Come ye, buy and eat, Yea; come, 
buy wine and milk, without money and without 
price, and let your soul delight itself in fatness.” 

Having yielded ourselves as passive in his 
hands, we shall realize that we walk with Him 
“in newness of life.” “Old things are passed 
away, and behold all things are become new,” 
“and all things are of God,” “who hath recon- 
ciled us to himself by Jesus Christ,” &c. In our 
walk and converse we shall show forth the praise 
of Him who hath called us with an “holy.call- 
ing,” and who “hath redeemed us by his own 
most precious blood.” As we give heed to the 
leading of the spirit of God in the heart; He 
who hath brought us into this holy life which is 
“hid with Christ in God,” will more and more 
lead us into “all truth.” We shall become as 
“Trees of righteousness,” “The planting of the 
Lord, that He might be glorified.” 

Then can the lips express the fullness of the 
heart ; for, “With the heart man believeth unto 
righteousness, and with the mouth confession is 
made unto salvation.” Thus shall we know of 
a growth in grace and in the “ Saving knowled 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” We 
shall become “ rooted and grounded” in the love 
of God, and realize indeed that “The blood of 
Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth from all sin.” 


J. H. Y. 


N. Y, City, Fifth Mo. 23d, 1887. 









“th 


atl et a ee | 


a 





For “ The Friend.” 
A Meeting for Worship of Sixty Years Ago. 

[Our aged friend George Reid, has sent the fol- 
lowing account of a meeting at which Samuel. 
Bettle ministered many years ago. There is 
probably no other person living who can re- 
member the occasion. It is interesting to notice 
the sound, practical character of the discourse 
S. B. was led to deliver. ] 


First-day, Eleventh Month 16th, 1823, at a 
meeting in the old Merion house, Samuel Bettle 
opened his communication with a query which 
had rested upon his mind during his silent 
sitting amongst us, whether, in any case, wor- 
ship could be acceptably performed unto God 
unless the mind was previously prepared by the 
aid of the Divine Spirit. He concluded that it 
could not; that a previous preparation of heart 
was absolutely necessary in order to offer an ac- 
ceptable offering unto the one Eternal and In- 
visible God ; and that our blessed Redeemer had 
pointed out the way in which the qualification 
might be obtained, “ Where two or three are 
gathered together in my name there am I in the 
midst.” Our minds, he said, were variously oc- 
cupied when convened together, but it did not 
require great depth in religion to comprehend 
that when met together, a short mental prayer, 
an inspiration, or a sigh unto God was accepted 
as worship, and though many besetting tempta- 
tions hindered us from approaching in the man- 
ner we wished, yet the object of worship regard- 
ed the heart, the sincerity of the desire. He 
instanced the proud Pharisee, who dared to offer 
his good deeds to the holy and invisible One as 
an act of worship; and thanked, yea arrogantly 


‘thanked God that he was not as that poor publican, 


who, standing at a distance, sensible of his own 
weakness and unworthiness, scarcely dared to 
lift up his eyes, and instead of using the pomp- 
ous language of pharisaical righteousness, could 
only smite on his breast and say, “God be mer- 
ciful to me asinner.” I could, said he, follow 
him to his house and see in his conduct that the 
answer of peace had been bestowed upon him, 
and received with meekness and humility. 

He mentioned the simple language in which 
the truths of the gospel were first promulgated. 
Those times were dark times, yet they were times 
in which men were searching after truth, dis- 
posed to try and to question all things, so much 
so that in the strong language of Paul, the Athen- 
ians passed their time in nothing else but hear- 
ing or telling some new thing; and it was this 
curiosity which prompted them to hear what 
Paul had to say. Their researches, too, were 
extensive, for they had an altar inscribed “ to 
the unknown God.” They were forced to be- 
lieve that there was some almighty power which 
made and sustained the universe, but this power 
was to them unknown ; and they were told that 
they were too superstitious; yet the language to 
these was simple, such as, believe in the light, 
walk in the light, whatever maketh manifest is 
light, bring your deeds to the light, believe in 
the Lord Jesus. It was not necessary that they 
should be learned in theological reading and 
controversies; no hard doctrinal points were 

roposed to them, but simple obedience to that 

ight, grace, &c., made manifest in the heart of 
man. And the language of our Lord to his im- 
mediate followers, those who in his name had 
worked miracles, had healed the sick, raised the 
dead, and cast out devils, was beautifully simple ; 
showing them their weakness as poor fallen help- 
less creatures: “ What I say unto you I say unto 
all, Watch.” And yet we find for our warning 
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and instruction, that one of these, his followers, 
denied his knowledge of Him, even in the pres- 
ence of his Lord and Master. “While I am en- 
gaged in preaching the gospel unto others, and 
endeavoring as much as in me lies, to turn your 
attention to the alone Rock of safety and strength, 
I feel my own weakness. I feel, dear Friends, 
that I stand on a sea of glass, mingled with fire. 
I feel many times poor and helpless, occupied 
with unprofitable thoughts, and in vain endeav- 
oring to disengage my mind from them, forced 
to acknowledge that I am a poor creature—Lord 
have pity on me. Ah, Friends, in such a state 
as this, there is no room for little bickerings and 
disputes, no room for the loftiness of man’s proud 
heart, but rather a prayer for daily bread, and 
may it be reverently adopted, “ Our Father, &c.” 
Our Lord has made it a standing condition, that 
if we forgive not men their trespasses, neither 
will our heavenly Father forgive us our tres- 
passes. We should have no room for any thing 
but divine universal love without distinction.” 

How did he press the consideration of these 
subjects upon the minds of all present, more és- 
pecially the young and rising generation, affec- 
tionately and tenderly recommending them, since 
good and evil were set before them, to choose 
the good, and thus be preparing for the last and 
accountable day. He wished all to adopt the 
practice of drawing near to God every morning, 
and thus reviewing the actions of the day which 
was past, thanking Him for his protecting care 
during the hours of rest, and craving his help 
to meet the various temptations and occurrences 
of the coming day. This silent introversion 
might not always be of the most agreeable kind, 
but perhaps as profitable and instructive. It 
might occur to the mind, and naturally would, 
what was I doing yesterday? It might be, I 
was at meeting, and my mind was unsuitably 
occupied for the occasion. Perhaps I was visit- 
ing, and drawn into lightness, and knowing this 
we should acknowledge, “ Lord, help me for the 
time to come ; forgive me, for I am a poor crea- 
ture. I have no might of my own.” This being 
a daily occupation, and a continual care arising 
that the account might be kept clear, day after 
day would pass as wave rolls on wave, till we 
were borne to the everlasting shores of eternity. 
It behooves us to be wise and consider our latter 
end ; to remember the example of our dear Lord, 
who was tempted in the wilderness, passed whole 
nights in prayer unto God the Father. The sea- 
shore, the mountains, and the garden were wit- 
nesses to his devotion, recorded for our example. 
In this manner should we be prepared to join 
the one hundred and forty-four thousand of the 
redeemed of Israel, who stand on the sea of glass 
mingled with fire, ascribing all the praise, the 
honor, and the glory unto the Lamb for ever 
and ever. 

After this sermon, he knelt down in prayer. 
My heart was tendered, my eye overflowed, and 
my spirit was in unison with his in the work of 
prayer, thanksgiving and praise. “O, thou 
celestial spirit, who of old didst rest between the 
cherubim, redeem and sanctify our hearts more 
and more; take away these hearts of stone and 
give us hearts of flesh ; teach us as little children 
to call thee Father, and render obedience to thy 
law; bring home those who are now wandering 
from thy fold of rest and peace, and let their 
steps be again with the flocks of thy companions ; 
strengthen the aged, and those who in a long 
course of life have acknowledged thee for their 
Lord ; leave them not in their gray hairs, but be 
with them and be their rock for ever; draw the 
young and rising generation to see thy glory 
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revealed in Christ ; show them the veil of the 
temple rent from top to bottom, and disclose to 
their view the richness, the mercy and the mag- 
nitude of redemption through Him. Finally, 
gracious and adored Jehovah, give us unitedly 
to rejoice in the assembly of the blessed before 
thy throne, where we may sing Hallelujah, to 
Thee and the Lamb forevermore. Amen.” 


A Remarkable “Find.” 


We have received a letter from Charlotte F. 
Brown, of Sidon, Syria, giving an account of a 
remarkable discovery near there of sarcophagi. 
We quote from her letter, adding some passages 
from a letter since received from W. KR. Eddy. 

A poor man, a Protestant, stumbled on a sort 
of cave; and now the place has been opened, 
soldiers are on guard, and only those having 
permission can go down into it. The law is, 
that the finder of antiquities has a third of the 
proceeds, the owner of the land a third, and the 
Government the remaining third. The man 
came to W. K. Eddy for advice, saying tfat he 
had been offered £500 for hisshare. W. K. Eddy 
advised him by all means to take what he could 
get, and not trust to getting a third from a tricky 
government. 

Ira Harris, M. D., of Tripoli and W. K. Eddy 
went to the place to-day, as they had permission 
to see what there was to be seen. There is a 
large opening cut in the solid rock about a mile 
northeast of the city, in an open field above the 
line of gardens, thirty feet square, and perhaps 
thirty-five deep, that has been cleared out. The 
were let down into the hole by a rope. In eac 
of the four walls was found a door leading to a 
chamber. In the south room, about fifteen feet 
square, were two sarcophagi, one of black marble, 
beautifully polished, and severely plain, with no 
carving. The other was of pure white marble, 
eleven feet long, five wide, and twelve high, daz- 
zlingly bright in the light of the candles they 
carried. ‘The top was a grand arch of shining 
marble, the front of which was divided by a line 
into two panels, and so the back. At the four 
sides were four projections with noble lions’ 
heads. On each panel was a symbolical figure 
—body of animal, head of eagle, with uplifted 
wings, facing each other. Below, on the front of 
the tomb, beneath a very elaborate cornice, were 
two Centaurs facing each other and trampling 
on a warrior who strove to defend himself by a 
shield. On the sides, which were alike, were 
first two human figures with four spirited horses 
ahead of them; some of the horses have their 
heads turned back ; and beneath the horses’ feet, 
a lion on the one side, and a boar or hyena on 
the other; then two more figures with four more 
horses. 

At the back, in the upper part, were also 
figures—bodies of birds, heads of men, with 
beautifully extended wings. Below, two Centaurs 
carrying a captured stag between them. The 
aula falling from the shoulders of these Cen- 
taurs had lions’ heads in the corners. One 
Centuar carries the branch of a tree like a 
gigantic arrow upon his shoulders. Below these 
figures all around was a band of figures quite 
small and exquisitely cut, representing hunting 
scenes, &c. This was partly covered with stones, 
so that we could not see it. The workmanship 
of this was good, but not remarkable. A hole 
had been broken in the front through which the 
contents had been rifled, but in general it was in 
‘a fine state of preservation. Three skeletons and 
five dogs’ heads. From the long noses of the 
latter, it is easy to infer they were hunting dogs 

Dr. Harris said that human skeletons were 
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plentiful around. They could see into the other 
sarcophagus too, and they said that it was filled 
to the brim with water that trickled down, drop 
by drop, from the roof above.” The air became 
so bad that the candles starved to death and 
went out, and Dr. Harris turned faint from the 
foul air. So they ascended and sat under a tree 
while another place that had been covered for 
safety was re-opened. In this second room, toward 
the east, was a most beautiful tomb or mausoleum 
of white marble, in the form of a Greek temple, 
perhaps seven feet high, from base to apex. The 
cover was the roof, which was carved to represent 
flat tiles, and even the lead between the rows of 
tiles was shown. A funeral procession was carved 
on the sides, showing a horse led by attendants 
in short Greek tunics, mourners, bier, with urn, 
&c. There was a frieze running all around filled 
with little figures. Ionic iaenae seemed to 
support the roof. But the most beautiful part of 
all was a row of figures standing all around the 
sarcophagus, with backs touching it, each one 
sevengspans high, according to Dr. Harris, and 
beautifully and delicately carved. 

The western door led into a small room from 
which we passed by a southwest door where there 
were four sarcophagi, three of white marble with 
gable roofs and more or less ornamented with 
vines, &c. The fourth sarcophagus was the 
largest, being about twelve feet long, five feet 
wide and four feet high to the eaves, with two 
feet more to the ridge.-—The Independent. 





Elizabeth Hooton’s Sentence at Cambridge. 


Many of our readers who are familiar with 
the touching history of Elizabeth Hooton, will 
be interested in the following, printed just as it 
appears on the public records in the Court House, 
Cambridge, Mass. <A friend who was recently 
examining the records there copied and for- 
warded it in a private letter, from which we 
print : 

EXTRACT. 

Elizabeth Howton appearing before the Court & 
being convicted of being a vagabond and wandering 
Quaker haveing ben taken in the maind in Cambr 
towne after their bold & impettuous way making 
an outcry in their streets. This Court do sentence 
Her to be whipt ten stripes in the prison house be- 
fore shee thence depart and from thence to be con- 
veyed out of this jurisdiction from Constable to 
Constable throw Water-Towne & Dedham and to 
be whipt on her naked body 10 stripes in each of 
the said Townes as the law it yt case directeth. 

On her exam she denied her name to be Howton 
said she was called to preach charged ye Court yt 
they had turned ye sword of justice agt ye righte yt 
ye Lord would root out o’r practices yt o’r minister 

ad proved. 

The correspondent who made this copy adds 
some further particulars. He says: “About 
the same time, 1660, one Benanniel Bowers gave 
the Cambridge authorities a great deal of trouble; 
he would not attend church, and one Henry 
Dunster also gave trouble because he would not 
have his children baptized. He and B. Bowers 
were continually before the courts for some 
offense or other. Bowers was at one time a 
Baptist, but afterwards turned Quaker with his 
family. I found one place where he had mort- 

aged his farm, to pay the fines, I suppose. 
homas Danforth, who was the county treasurer 
and magistrate, whenever short of business was 
in the habit of persecuting B. Bowers, and then 
he would enter it at full length upon the records. 

“There is this much to be said in the favor of 
the old Puritans, that they did not treat the 
Quakers any worse than they did their own 
members whom they accused of heresy, and in 
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most cases they gave the victim the choice of 
paying a fine or taking a whipping. I found 
one case in which they gave a man a second 
whipping because he invited his friends to come 
and see him whipped the first time.”—Friends’ 
Intelligencer. 





Natural History, Science, &c. 


Seals and Music—Lady Cumming, in her 
description of “The Hebrides,” says that the 
seals are attracted by music. “Often, when 
sailing on one of the lochs, we have tested this 
curious fact, and watched the black shining 
heads appearing from time to time, as these 
music-loving creatures swam in the wake of our 
galley, attracted by the sounds of songs, or of 
old Scotch tunes played on an accordeon. 


Beach Grass and Sea Sands.—On the west 
shore of the Hebrides, in some places are beaches 
of white sand which are liable to drift over the 
cultivated lands. A wiry bent grass grows there 
whose long clinging roots make such a mat as 
binds the sand and keeps it in its place. After 
a while a thin crust of soil forms over these roots, 
and eventually finer grasses find a livelihood. 
The tussock grass is one which is said to take 
kindly to the double task of feeding the flocks and 
binding the sands. There is danger, however, 
lest, in years of scarcity, the flocks may nibble 
these grasses too closely, and so break this pro- 
tecting surface, forming a little rent, which the 
winds are certain to discover, and very quickly 
enlarge; and one stormy night may produce 
such wild drifts as will leave promising fields 
sown with more sand than the poor farmer need 
ever hope to get rid of. 

This is said to have been the cause of that 
overwhelming sand-drift which converted the 
fertile fields of Culbryn, in Morayshire, into that 
vast chain of sand-hills which now extends along 
the coast. Seven disastrous years of famine had 
reduced the people to such extremity of poverty, 
that they were driven to collect fuel where and 
how they could. Thus the broom and bent grass 
which had hitherto bound the shore were all 
torn up, and the wind catching the sand, blew it 
in thick clouds upwards of 25 miles along the 
coast, burying thousands of acres beneath this 
deep, ever shifting sand desert. 

Happily for the islanders, the sand thus car- 
ried is not all destructive. The whitest sands are 
formed entirely of shells, ground to the finest 
powder by the pitiless action of the waves. These 
of course are lime, and act as a very useful 
manure, enriching all manner of crops. You 
can generally tell the little islands where the 
shell sand is most abundant by the richness of 
the grass, and fragrance of the sweet white clover 
which scents the air. 

On some islands protected from the fury of 
the Atlantic, the shells lie unbroken in countless 
myriads. On one such we landed, near the coast 
of Ross-Shire, where to the depth of many feet, 
the little shells lie heaped up. There are no 
pebbles, no sand, nothing but shells closely 
packed together in inexhaustible store. Above 
them is a light crust of earth, on which the 
greenest of verdant pasture shows how well the 
shell-lime acts.—In The Hebrides. 

Sleeplessness.—Dr. Reed of Atlantic City, says 
in the Journal of the American Medical Associa- 
tion, that sleeplessness when due (as is mostly the 
case) to brain exhaustion is best cured by tonic 
and restorative treatment rather than by narcotics. 
A light and easily digestible lunch at bed-time ; 
a bath, a sponging of the body followed by 
thorough rubbing with a towel ; the tonic effect 


of sea-air, combined with rest from business, and 


successful. 
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the enjoyment of cheerful society, all have had 
beneficial effects. He thinks the administering 


of narcotic medicine in such cases is usually a 
mistake. 


Quicksands.—The difference, so far as these 
meadows are concerned, between a “ boiling” 


spring and a “ quicksand,” is one of dimension 
only ; one being an intermitting, upward move- 
ment of a narrow column of water, bearing an 
insignificant amount of sand; the other a far 
greater bulk of water, so charged with sand that 
its movement is very deliberate: a spring is 
seldom more than a yard in diameter; a quick- 
sand may extend over an area of several square 
rods. The fact that the temperature of the water 
in either case is always the same, 52° Fahr., shows 
that springs and quicksands do not materially 
differ except in size. 


The danger attendant upon personal explora- 


tion of these quicksand areas, and a natural 
repugnance due to an adventure to be related 
hereafter, has deterred me from any extensive 
survey, and only one of them, two miles or thore 
back from the creek, but in this valley, has been 
carefully examined. For years my neighbors 
have insisted that this particular quicksand is a 
veritable bottomless pit. 
a ten- 
stiff clay from a depth of eighteen feet, and I 
think I learned the difficulty about sounding 
the quicksand’s depth, so far as my neighbors are 
concerned. Not one of them but admitted he had 
never used any other means of measurement than 
a fence-rail. 


To satisfy them I took 
und lead, well greased, and brought up 


My own experience with quicksands is too full 


of horror to be related, at least I shudder when 
I recall a sunny summer afternoon of long ago. 
I stood upon a patch of quaking grass, pleased 
with its elastic yielding and too intent upon 
watching a pair of nesting finches to realize that 
I was slowly sinking. At last I noticed that my 
eyes were gradually approaching the horizon of 
the low-built nest, and looking about and beneath 
me, saw the treacherous waters were creeping 
above the matted weeds upon which I stood. The 
latter were trembling more and more violently, 
and the fearful truth was plain, I was over a 
quick-sand. 


I had a double task to perform, and that right 


quickly—avoid fright and reach terra firma ; but 
how? 
offer, to distribute my weight, and at once I 
stooped and struck out, as though swimming. 
The theory was good, but not the application 


But one chance of escape appeared to 


in this instance, for what I gained by the greater 
upholding power of additional vegetation under 
me was lost by violence, and I broke through 


the raft of weeds upon which I depended. 


I have positive knowledge of nothing beyond 
this moment, I can only judge from the appear- 
ance of the tangled grass and weeds that my con- 
vulsive efforts to reach the meadow were finally 
Once fairly beyond danger, my 
strength failed me and I fainted.— Waste Land 
Wanderings. 


————_-- 


Items. 


—JIncrease in Church Membership.—The number 
of members of the different religious denominations 
in the United States is estimated to be more than 
1,600,000 greater than it was four years ago. 


—WNorthern and Southern Presbyterian Assemblies. 
—At these meetings, held in the latter part of the 
Fifth Month, the subject of a re-union between the 
two branches of the Presbyterian family was again 
considered. The Northern Presbyterians appear to 
be the more nearly of one mind in the effort to effect 
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an organic union, than their Southern brethren; 
some of whom object to the intermingling of white 
and colored churches in social relations. Com- 
mittees of conference were appointed by both bodies. 

A committee was also appointed by the Northern 
Assembly to confer with a commission of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church, to consider in what way 
the answer to our Redeemer’s prayer, “ that they all 
may be one,” could be realized and manifested. 

The same body adopted the following resolution, 
bearing on the subject of temperance: 

“That in connection with all saints, finding their 
way obstructed and the work of the kingdom hin- 
dered by the liquor traffic, issuing from the same 
ports whence go the ambassadors for Christ, and 
under the same flag, this Assembly voices its most 
emphatic protest against the greed that is carrying 
this wasting scourge among barbarous people, and 
instructs the Foreign Board to co-operate in every 
practicable way with similar boards in this and 
other lands, that this evil may be stayed.” 


— Transubstantiation.—The recent Episcopal Dio- 
cesan Convention in Omaha, furnished an illustra- 
tion of the fact that this dogma, which seems so 
strange to those who have been educated in a belief 
of the spiritual nature of the gospel, has obtained 
considerable foothold in that denomination. The 
preacher of a sermon before the Convention said, 
that attempts had been made to foist upon the 
Church the doctrine that Christ himself is present 
upon the altar in the form of bread and wine. The 
worship of them he regarded as idolatry. One of 
the other ministers left the meeting, saying that the 
speaker had insulted members of the congregation 
by branding as idolatrous, points of belief held by 
them as the most sacred features of religious life. 


—Lutheran Church.—Of 276 church buildings of 
the Lutherans in America, erected in 1886, 152 were 
for German congregations, 62 English, 87 Swedish 
22 Norwegian, and two Danish. 


—United Presbyterian Church—At the General 
Assembly of this body in Philadelphia, a resolution 
was adopted, that “the overwhelming majority of 
the church have declared their desire and readiness 
for union with the Associate Reformed Church of 
the South, whenever that Church is ready to adopt 
it.” A representative of the Southern body, who 
was present, stated that four-fifths of their people 
were in favor of the union, but that some of their 
number were opposed to that article of the United 
Presbyterian Testimony which condemns slavery, 
and declares it contrary to the law of God. The 
agitation now existing in the Church over the use 
of instrumental music in worship, furnished another 
reason for delay. 


—Divorce.—At the General Council of the Re- 
formed Episcopal Church, lately held in Philadel- 
hia, resolutions were adopted declaring that that 
y recognized no Scriptural ground for divorce, 
but that laid down by our Saviour; and that their 
ministers should not perform the marriage ceremony 
where either of the parties had been divorced on 
other grounds; but permitting the re-marriage of a 
husband and wife who had formerly been separated. 


—First-day Schools—At an “International Sun- 
day-school Convention,” held at Chicago, it was 
stated by the Secretary, that there are in the United 
States nearly 100,000 such schools, with more than 
1,000,000 teachers, and more than 8,000,000 scholars. 


—Dublin Yearly Meeting.—This body convened 
on the 27th of Fourth Month. The Annual Statis- 
tical returns gave the number of members on the 
rolls as 2,774, which is 61 less than the previous 
year. This decrease was principally owing to the 
excess of deaths over births, and of the number who 
had removed from the Yearly Meeting over those 
who had been received by certificate. 

A proposal from the Quarterly Meeting of Mun- 
ster that men and women should in future transact 
the business of the Quarterly Meeting im joint ses- 
sion, was not agreed to. 

James N. Richardson, George Grubb and Thomas 
W. Fisher, were appointed delegates to the Confer- 
ence of Yearly Meetings proposed to be held at 
Richmond, Indiana, next fall. 
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London Yearly Meeting was opened Fifth 
Month 18th. The report of the Conference on 
American correspondence, held by authority of 
the Yearly Meeting of 1886, occupied much 
time, and the discussion on it was participated 
in by many of the members. The first proposal 
it contained was, that the correspondence as 
heretofore conducted by the Yearly Meeting 
should be continued, substantially on the same 
basis, with some change in matters of arrange- 
ment, the principal of which was the appoint- 
ment of an increased number of correspondents, 
who should constitute an American Committee 
of the Meeting for Sufferings, and who were ex- 
pected to keep themselves informed as to the 
condition of the Society in America. This pro- 
posal was finally adopted. 

The second proposal was to issue a minute or 
address to Friends, which should be sent not 
only to the Yearly Meetings with which London 
corresponds, but to those bodies which it does 
not recognize. In the consideration of this pro- 
position, one of the speakers suggested, that those 
to whom the minute be sent, should include “ those 
whom we are accustomed to call Hicksites.” 
After considerable expression of opinion on this 
second proposal, the Clerk decided that the meet- 
ing was not sufficiently united to adopt it, and 
it was accordingly set aside. 

The third part of the report recommended to 
the meeting to consider the question of re-open- 
ing correspondence with Philadelphia Yearly 
Meeting. The conclusion was arrived at that 
the time had not come for this step. 

During the consideration of the Epistles re- 
ceived from America, some outspoken remarks 
were made on the position occupied by some of 
the bodies from which they came. The Epistle 
from Ohio [Binns] reaffirmed its faith in the 
truth of Holy Scripture as to the baptism of the 
Holy Ghost being the only saving baptism, &c. 
In reference to this, a Friend said he could not 
but feel how easily words could misrepresent the 
spiritual condition, when he knew that shortly 
after the writing of this epistle, several recog- 
nized ministers in that Yearly Meeting publicly 
underwent the rite of water-baptism. Some of 
their ministers also accepted payment for their 
services, and the title of “reverend.” 

Objection was also made to continuing a cor- 
respondence with Iowa Yearly Meeting [the 
Larger Body] because it had practically estab- 
lished a paid ministry, under the title of a pas- 
torate, and had dealt in a most arbitrary manner 
with some of its subordinate meetings. One 
Friend said, “If we are to keep in communion 
with a society like that, I do not see why we 
should not open our doors to any other religious 
denomination in the world.” 

Finally committees were appointed to prepare 
replies to all the Epistles received. 

In response to the proposal of Indiana Yearly 
Meeting, Joseph Bevan Braithwaite, Jos. Storrs 
Fry, Marriage Wallis, George Gillett, Sarah B. 
Clark, and Maria Richardson were appointed 
delegates to a Conference of Yearly Meetings to 
be held at Richmond, Ind. 

When the reports from Scotland were under 
consideration, attention was called to the people 
known as “Ayrshire Quakers.” A number of 
men who had been engaged in connection with 
the Ayrshire Evangelistic Society had found 
that they were walking very much in their own 


strength, and they were enabled to see that the 
work in which they were engaged was not so 
profitable as it would be, if they were able to 
cease from self and to depend more immediately 
on Divine guidance and help. They went to 
various places to seek for religious sympathy and 
help, but they were enabled to come back to 
what we believe to be the right way, and to sit 
down and wait upon the Lord. They were now 
engaged in holding meetings among their neigh- 
bors after the manner of Friends; and their in- 
fluence was very great in the neighborhoods 
where they lived. : 

The Tabular Statement showed a total mem- 
bership of 15,453, an increase of 73 on last year’s 
membership. The births had been 182 during 
the year, and the deaths 258. 

A minute was adopted, to be presented to the 
House of Commons, protesting against the State 
regulation of vice in India, and elsewhere through- 
out the Crown colonies. 

When the report of the Home Mission Com- 
mittee was read, serious uneasiness was expressed, 
lest its action in employing pastors and station- 
ing them in particular meetings, should endanger 
the testimony of the Society as to Gospel minis- 
try, and introduce a system of settled preachers, 
like that which prevails in other denominations. 
Several of those who spoke participated in this 
uneasiness, and the desire was expressed that the 
Committee should not be reappointed. Several 
hours were spent over this subject, and the Clerk 
in concluding it stated, that there had been a 
good deal of adverse criticism, but he thought 
the meeting was prepared to reappoint the Com- 
mittee, and this was done. 





A suggestion has been made by the Episcopa- 
lians of New York, to build a magnificent Cathe. 
dral in that city. This subject was spoken of by 
some of the preachers recently in terms of a 
proval. One of them, who called it a “ oaths 
enterprise,” said :— 

“We ought to build the largest, the grandest, 
and the most beautiful edifice on the globe. It 
should be an honor to the civilization and pro- 
gress of the Western Continent. Look at the 
government buildings of our State and National 
Capitols. They are imposing and admirable 
structures, but how much greater and grander 
should be the temples of the Lord! The proudest 
Cathedral of the proudest city of the proudest 
nation on the globe should surpass St. Paul’s, 
St. Peter’s, the Houses of Parliament or the 
Capitol at Washington in vastness and grandeur 
of conception.” 

We can readily understand how “ the proudest 
city of the proudest nation on the globe” may 
desire to gratify that pride by the erection of a 
magnificent edifice which would attract the ad- 
miration of mankind, and bring to those who 
were concerned in its erection the praises of the 
unthinking and the worldly-minded. But we 
fail to see how the gratification of such pride will 
advance the kingdom of Him who was “ meek 
and lowly of heart,” whose example and teachings 
tended to humble and not to puff up the mind 
of man, whose kingdom is not outward and 
worldly, but inward and spiritual, and whose 
apostle exhorts his followers not to be conformed 
to the spirit of this world. 

The disposition which, with increasing wealth, 
has been manifested of latter years in this country 
to build costly and ornamental places for worship, 
has long seemed to us a sad mistake. If a wealthy 
congregation can appropriate $100,000, or several 
times that amount, for building purposes, instead 
of expending the whole sum on one edifice for 
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themselves, would it not be doing far more to 
advance the cause of religion, if they would con- 
tent themselves with a house of moderate cost, 
and use the remainder in the erection of meeting- 
houses in other localities where the people were 
less able to bear the expense? Or in some other 
of the many ways in which they could imitate 
Him, whom they profess to serve, and who went 
about Judea, doing good to man? 

Under the Jewish dispensation, there was an 
outward temple at Jerusalem in which worship 
was offered to the Almighty; but our Saviour 
instructed the woman at the well of Samaria, 
that the hour had come in which worship was to 
be in spirit, and was not to be confined to any 
nage But now, under the government of Christ, 

is faithful followers are the temples, in which 
He abides; as Paul said to the Corinthians, 
“Know ye not that ye are the temple of God?” 
“The temple of God is holy, which temple ye 
are.” To call, in these Gospel days, the buildings 
of brick, stone or wood, in which the worshippers 
meet, the “temples of God,” has a tendency to 
invest them with a sacredness which belongs not 
to any outward things. 


SUMMARY OF EVENTS. 

Unirep Srates.—It has been demonstrated by the 
count.of cash now going on in the United States Trea- 
sury at Washington, that the vault capacity is entirely 
inadequate for the safe handling of the silver. “The 
silver vault was filled to its utmost capacity some time 
ago, and there still remained about 8,000,000 standard 
dollars which, for want of a better place, were piled in 
bags in the passageway leading to the vault.” The count 
will last five weeks more, and the silver cannot be re- 
turned to the vault until it is finished. It is hoped 
that the new silver vault, with a storage capacity for 
100,000,000 standard dollars, will be ready for use in 
Ninth Mo. next. 

It was supposed that the death of the late Captain 
Eads would end the Tehuantepec ship railway project, 
of which he was the originator. It seems not. The 
stockholders in the enterprise, twenty-five or thirty of 
whom (representing $15,000,000 of stock) reside at 
Pittsburg, have determined to continue the work, and 
have selected one of their number, Col. James B. An- 
drews, to take charge of it. He is a brother-in-law of 
the deceased engineer, and said to be entirely com- 

tent to carry on the enterprise. The stockholders 
nave abandoned the idea of asking for a Government 
loan, and will prosecute the work on its merits. 

The Agricultural Department has issued a report 
which shows that 10,000,000 acres of forest are used 
yearly in this country for fuel and lumber. Fires, it 
is calculated, destroy about 10,000,000 acres more. The 
forest area of this country is less than 450,000,000 acres. 
At this rate we will in less than a quarter of a century 
have no forests. Whatever relief may come in the 
future from the change in the fuel question, the de- 
mands for timber will increase as the country increases 
in population. The whole thing seems to point to ar- 
boriculture on a large scale and systematically, and in 
no long time either. 

The Chicago Times has printed reports of crop con- 
ditions collected from over 1000 points in the North- 
west. The general prospects for wheat are favorable ; 
there is a largely increased acreage, especially in Da- 
kota, and the aggregate yield in the Northwest prom- 
ises to be the largest ever known. The outlook for 
corn is very good. “There will be short crops of 
——e and flaxseed, and the barley crop also threat- 
ens to be a partial failure.” 

The travelling freight agent of the Gulf, Colorado 
and Santa Fe Railroad, just returned to Dallas, Texas, 
from the wool districts of the West, says the sheep are 
in fine condition on account of an unusually favorable 
winter, and that the average yield was from 7 to 9 

unds. Speaking of wool centres, he says: San An- 
gelo will handle 1,250,000 pounds of wool; Lampasas, 
1,500,000 ; Brownwood and Ballinger, about 1,000,000 
each. Colorado will handle about 4,000,000 pounds. 

The first train run west on the Allegheny Mountains 
with crude petroleum as the only fuel, was a mail train 
west on the Pennsylvania Railroad, which arrived in 
Pittsburg on the 17th inst. “It came through from Al- 
toona on time, and it came without a stick of timber or 
a scuttle of coal to make steam for its motor. There 
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was entire uniformity of heat in the fire-box, without 
any stoking to make it. The pipes from the 200 gallons 
of crude oil in a tank in the tender did the business. 
The experiment was a complete success. Splendid 
time was made, and there was no annoyance from 
smoke or cinders.” The process is the invention of a 
Russian. 

The Supreme Court of Illinois, on the 18th instant, 
decided a case in which a depositor in the Bunker Hill 
Bank, who had lost his money by its failure, brought 
suit against the directors individually, claiming that, 
“if deposits were received when the directors, by ex- 
ercising due diligence, might have known that the 
bank was insolvent, they were legally liable for the de- 
posits.’ The Circuit Court of Macoupin County gave 
judgment for the depositor, and the Appellate Court 
sustained the judgment. The case was then carried to 
the Supreme Court, which affirmed the judgments of 
the lower Courts. The Supreme Court declares : “ First. 
That the directors of a bank are trustees for the de- 
positors, as well as for the stockholders. Second. That 
they are bound to the observance of ordinary care and 
diligence, and are hence liable for injuries resulting 
from its non-observance.” 

Following the failure of the coffee speculation, on 
the 14th instant there was a panic in the wheat market 
in Chicago, which declined 17 cents per bushel. Several 
firms in that city suspended. 

The steamer Champlain, of the Northern Michigan 
line, bound for Cheboygan from Chicago, burned at 
midnight on the 16th instant, between Norwood and 
Charlevoix, at the mouth of the Grand Traverse Bay. 
Fifty-seven persons were on board, of whom only 
twenty-seven are known to have been saved. 

The Senate of Michigan has passed a Local Option 
bill from the House, after making some slight amend- 
ments. It is expected that the amendments will be 
concurred in by the House. 

A telegram from Reading says that owing to recent 
legislation threatening the liquor interest, a call has 
been issued to the brewers of this State to meet at 
Harrisburg on Ninth Month 8th, for the purpose of 
forming the Brewers’ Association of Pennsylvania. 
The organization is to be entirely separate from the 
State Liquor League of Pennsylvania, which has head- 
quarters in Reading. The object in forming the asso- 
ciation is to resist prohibition legislation in this State. 

A severe shock of earthquake was felt at Summer- 
ville, South Carolina, on the 19th inst., at 37 minutes 
past 10 o’clock, a.m. It was accompanied by “the 
most prolonged roaring since Tenth Mo. 22nd, of last 
year. Nothing was felt in Charleston. The shock at 
Summerville caused a “sensible vibration of houses 
and furniture.” 

The deaths in this city last week numbered 341, 
which was 48 less than during the previous week, 
and 26 more than during the corresponding period 
last year. Of the foregoing 178 were males and 163 
females: 186 adults and 155 minors: 40 died of con- 
sumption ; 23 of diseases of the heart; 21 of pneu- 
monia; 18 of convulsions; 15 of old age; 15 of inflam- 
mation of the stomach and bowels; 13 of debility, and 
12 of inanition. 

Markets, &e.—U. S. 4}’s, 110; 4’s, reg., 1283; coupon, 
129; currency 6’s, 123 a 131. 

Cotton was quiet and jc. lower, at 11} cts. for mid- 
dling uplands. 

Feed was abundant, dull and weak. Sales of 1 car 
good winter bran at $15 per ton. Quotations: Bran, 
winter, choice and fancy, $15.50; do. do., medium to 
prime, $14.50 a $15.25 ; bran, spring, $13.50 a $14.25. 

Flour and Meal.—Flour was very quiet and gener- 
ally weak to sell. Sales of 125 barrels Pennsylvania, 
roller straight, at $4.30; 250 barrels Ohio, straight, at 
$4.50; 375 barrels winter patent, at $4.75 a $4.90; 125 
barrels Minnesota clear, at $4.20, and 500 barrels do., 
patent, at $4.75 a $4.90. Rye flour was weak; 100 
barrels choice sold at $2.70 per barrel. 

Grain.—The wheat market was strong, No. 2 red 
closing at 88 cts. bid and 88} cts. ask Corn was 
without important change; No. 2 mixed closing at 45 
cts. bid and 46 cts. asked. Oats were quiet but steady ; 
No. 2 white closing at 37 cts. bid and 37} cts. asked. 

Beef cattle were inactive and from 3 to }c. lower, at 
3} a 5} ets. 

Sheep were $ to }c. higher, at 3 a 4§ cts.; lambs, at 
5 a 7} cts. 

Hogs were inactive at 7} a 7} cts. 

Milch calves were active at 5 a7 cts. 

Milch cows were fairly active at $25 a $55. 

Fat cows were lower, at 23 a 3} cts. 

ForreiGn.—Elaborate preparations have been made 
in various places in Great Britain and several of the 
Colonies, to celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of the 


accession of Queen Victoria to the throne. West. 
minster Abbey has been thoroughly searched for explo. 
sives that might have been hidden there, but none 
were found. 

Minister of the Colonies, Balaguer, read the Cuban 
Budget in the Spanish Cortes on the 14th instant. The 
receipts amount to $23,000,000, and the expenses to 
$22,862,000. After referring to the reorganization of 
the colonial tariff, which he described on Fifth Mo, 
30th, he announced that provision would also be made 
to empower the Government to increase ten to twenty 
per cent. the duties on goods from all countries whose 
tarifis injured Cuban interests. He also announced that 
an arrangement would be made to settle the claims of 
American citizens. 

While a party of 250 pilgrims were crossing the 
Danube River, near Paks, the boat on which they were 
making the passage was caught in a hurricane and ca 
sized. Only a few of the party were saved. Over 1 
bodies have been recovered. 

The floods in Hungary are subsiding. The towns of 
Mako and Vasarhely are now out of danger. If the 
present dry weather continues the water in the flooded 
districts will be gone in six weeks. There is great dis- 
tress among the inhabitants of the inundated regions, 
and there is danger of fevers arising from the decay- 
ing vegetable matter left by the floods. Fifteen hun- 
dred farmers are totally ruined, and the entire damage 
is estimated at $5,000,000. 

Ristics, the new Premier of Servia, is a man of stron 
pro-Russian sympathies. His elevation is conside 
acheck to Austria and a gain for Russia in the Balkans, 

There has been a great conflagration in the town of 
Botuschany, Roumania. Eight hundred houses were 
destroyed and seven persons were killed. 

Hail stones, strangely shaped, pointed and weighing 
over a pound each, recently fell in the districts of 
Aitos and Carnabat, between Adrianople and Shumla, 
on the south slope of the Balkan mountains, Eastern 
Roumelia. The hail stones destroyed the harvests, 
killed many laborers and cattle in the fields, and 
pierced the roofs of houses like bullets. 

U.S. Consul Seiler, at Cape Town, has sent to the 
State Department a report on leprosy in South Africa, 
The first case of leprosy in Cape Colony was introduced 
by Malay slaves more than one hundred years ago, but 
not until 1845 was any attempt made by the Govern- 
ment to stamp out the disease. In that year a leper 
asylum was established at Robben Island, seven miles 
from Cape Town, and up to 1884, 744 lepers had been 
admitted to the institution, and comprised but a very 
small proportion of the leper population, as the segre- 
gation of lepers was not made compulsory. The rapid 
increase of the disease, particularly among the Eu- 
ropean population, as described in the reports of dis- 
trict surgeons, has aroused the Colonial Government 
to action, and a second and larger asylum is in process 
of construction, the present accommodation being 
wholly inadequate to provide for all the afflicted ap- 
plying for admission. 


Diep, at his residence in Rancocas, N. J., Fourth 
Month, 5th, 1887, CALEB DARNELL, in the 70th year 
of his age, a member of Burlington Monthly Meeting, 
New Jersey. 

——, At her residence in Philadelphia, on the 11th 
of Fourth Month, 1887, Sopu1a Jones, daughter of 
the late William and Pheebe Jones, an elder and over- 
seer of the Monthly Meeting of Friends of Philadel- 
phia for the Western District. This dear Friend was 
naturally endowed with a bright mind, and a cheerful, 
hopeful, self-reliant spirit. These being sanctified by 
Divine grace and united with a quiet, courteous de- 
meanor, she was peculiarly fitted for usefulness in the 
meeting of which she was a member, and was greatly 
esteemed by a large circle of older and younger 
Friends. An important part of her life work was 
among the poor of her native city, and the rare blend- 
ing of sympathy and judgment which she brought to 
her labors among the destitute and the improvident, 
made her a most helpful visitor in their homes, and a 
wise almoner of the bounty she disbursed. Her trust 
was alone in the mercy of God in Christ Jesus our 
Saviour, and a realization of that mercy was felt in the 
remarkable peace and calm with which she met the 
summons to lay down her work here, called, as we 
reverently believe, to enter into the joy of her Lord. 

——, at his residence in Moorestown, N. J., on the 
9th of Sixth Month, J. Witiitts WorTHINGTON, & 
member of Chester Monthly Meeting of Friends, aged 
40 years. 
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